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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

1, The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all i 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

2. Claims 57, 58, 60-62, 64-65, 67-69, 71, 72, 74-76, 78, 79 and 81-83 are rejected 

under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Ohtani (US # 6,144,818) in view of 

Bigi (US Pub. # 2002/0085223 A1). 

With respect to claims 57, 64, 71 and 78, Ohtani teach a host computer (2), a 

machine readable storage medium, a computer program and a method for 
communicating with a printer device (1 ) having stapling function (col. 2, line 48) for 
binding together a plurality of sheets, generating a print data suited to the printer device, 
an* trammitting the print data to the.printer device, comprising acquisition means for 
acquiring paper feed tray information concerning the printer device from the printer 
device to which the print data is actually transmitted (col. 3) and display control means ' ' ■ 
for controlling a screen display concerning the setting of staplable pbsitibris oh the basis 
of the paper feed tray information acquired by the acquisition means from the printer 
device to allow the user from selecting the unstap.able positions on a printing paper in a 
paper feed tray of the printer device(see Fig. 1-9 and cols. 2-5 of Ohtani). 

Ohtani teach all the limitation as explained above, except for the paper feed tray 
information is acquired "before the print data is transmitted to the printer device". 
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Bigi teaches a system and methods for printing documents and fbr Selecting 
staple positions for printed document including acquisition means for acquiring paper 
feed tray information concerning the printer device before the print data is transmitted to 
the printer device (see paragraph [0051 - 0058] of Bigi). 

r : In view of this teaching, it would have been obvious to one of skill; in the art to 
r mmy the device; and method^ bhtani to include the acquisition : 

paperfeed tray information concerning the printer device before the print data is 
. transmitted to the printer device as taught by Bigi for the advantage of allowing the user 
fo select a proper settings for the feeding direction and the stapling position in ' 
accordance to the paper types or sizes. 

With respect to claims 58, 65, 72 and 79, see cols. 2-3 and Figs. 6-10 of 
. Ohtani that teach the paper feed tray information relates to the size and the feeding 
direction of the printing paper or the R/non-R information of the printing paper and the 
display control means for displaying the setting of staplable positions on the basis of the 
R/nbn-R information and the paper size information. 

With respect to claims 66, 67, 74 and 81, see cots: 2-3 and Figs. 6-10 of 
dhtani that teach the display control means controls the screen display concerning the 
seftihg of staplable positions on the basis of the paper feed tray information acquired by 
the acquisition means. 

With respect to claims 61, 68, 75 and 82, see cols. 3-4 of Ohtani that teach a 
size of the printing paper that has been actually located in the paper feed tray is 

determined on the basis of the paper feed tray information acquired by the acquisitioh 
means. 
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With respect to claims 62, 69, 76 and 83, see col. 3 of Ohtani that teach the 
setting means or a manual setting means for setting a desired paper size or the 
R/non-R information concerning the printing paper by using a user interface and the 
acquisition means acquires the R/non-R information and the paper size information on 
the printing paper by the setting means or manual setting means as the paper feed tray 
information. 

3; Claims 63, 70, 77 arid 84 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) as being ' 
unpatentable over Dhtani and Bigi as applied to claims 57, 58, 60-62, 64-65, 67-69, 71, 
72, 74-76, 78, 79 and 81-83 above; and in view of Kimoto et al (US # 5,390,005). 

With respect to Claims 63, 70, 77 and 84, the combined device arid method of 
Ohtani and Bigi teach all the limitation as explained above, except for the rebitatiOn of 
"paperfeed tray information is set by using a control panels 

Kimoto et al. Teach an image-forming machine including paper feed tray 
information is set by using a control panel on the an image-forming machine (see Fig. 5 
arid col. 5, lines 59+ of Kimoto et al.) 

In view of this teaching, it would have been Obvious to one of skill in the art to 
modify the combined device and method of Ohtani and Bigi to including the paper feed 
tray information is set by using a control panel on the image-forming device as taught by 
Kimoto et al. so that to allow the user to selects and set a kinds of sheet and a sheet . 
size that are actually loaded in the paper feed tray as the printing device. . 



Application/Control Number: 09/618 458 p 

Art Unit: 2854 96 5 



Allowable Subject Matter 

4. Claims 59, 66, 73 arid 80 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected 
base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Remarks 

5. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 57, 64, 71 and 78 have been 
considered but are moot in view of the new grbund(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
tWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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7, Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Minh H Chau whose telephone number is (571)272- 
2156. The examiner can normally be reached on M - TH 9:30AM - 8:00PM. 

If attempts to breach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor; Andrew H Hirshfeld Can be reached on (571) 272-2168. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAI^ 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://paiNdifect.usptb.gov. Should 
you have questions oh access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

MHG . i _ 

May 15, 2004 M "? h ?£ au . 

Patent Examiner 



